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▪ Page 5: The Today & Tomor-
row Work Services Program 
celebrates their move to #25 
Linnell Circle with Director of 
DDS, Fred Nazzaro.

We are:  Celebrating

 Valley 
COLLABORAT IVE

▪ Page 3:  Students practice 
their hands-on building skills at 
an on-site project during a re-
cent visit to #25 Linnell Circle 
by the Laborers Union.

We are:  Building

VALLEY COLLABORATIVE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, DR. CHRIS A. SCOTT.

It is hard to believe that the 
school year is almost half over. 
We continue to be very busy 

moving the Collaborative forward. It 
is with great enthusiasm that I share 
some of the highlights.

Valley Collaborative is a member 
of the Middlesex Partnership for 
Youth. Middlesex Partnership for 
Youth, offers workshops and train-
ings in partnership with Middlesex 
District Attorney Marian Ryan’s 
office.  On January 9th we were 
honored that Middlesex District 
Attorney Marian Ryan, as well as 
General Counsel David Solet for the 
Middlesex District Attorney’s Office, 
came to 40 Linnell Circle to present 
an In-Service workshop on Cyber-
bullying for our high school students 
and staff.  The workshop centered 
on the benefits of using technology 
but also on the potential challenges 
and even dangerous situations the 
internet and cell phones can pose to 
our young people today. We want to 

thank District Attorney Marian Ryan 
and General Counsel, David Solet for 
coming to present to our high school 
students.  

Since the Executive Director’s 
three year Smart Goals are almost 
completed, we are now ready to be-
gin Valley Collaborative’s next chap-
ter.  We have initiated the process of 
creating the Valley Collaborative Im-

provement Plan. The Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion has chosen Valley Collaborative 
to be a pilot site for their new School 
Improvement Planning Process.  We 
begin working with the Department 
on this initiative on January 30th. 
An invitation to participate in this 
process has gone to our member dis-
trict’s Special Education Directors. 
Parents from each school will also be 
asked to participate.  

      »continued from cover
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▪ Page 2: officials from the 
Middlesex District Attorney’s 
office taught students and staff 
about cyber security.

We are:  Secure

It is hard to believe that 
the school year is almost 
half over. We continue to 
be very busy moving the 
Collaborative forward. It is 
with great enthusiasm that 
I share with you some of the 
highlights.
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After being a welcomed 
guest at the Annual Safety Com-
mittee Meeting at Town of Billerica 

in September, the Collaborative 
created its own Safety Com-
mittee, as a way to uniform 
protocols and procedures in 
a similar manner as our dis-
tricts. Medical Emergency, 
Crisis Management, ALICE 
Training, and BOMB Threat 
procedures have been cre-
ated and implemented. The 
Committee meets monthly 
in a round table format and 
actively seeks out guest 
speakers in the industry.

The Collaborative is 
in the beginning 
stages of work-
ing with the Town of 

Highlights and Next Steps

Billerica Building De-
partment regarding the 
renovation of the current 
district offices wing of 
40 Linnell Circle. The 
renovation will create 7 
new classrooms and 3 
new offices to support 
the transition of the Val-
ley Collaborative Middle 
School into the building 
in late June.

Valley Collaborative 
has been chosen as one 
of the Department of El-
ementary and Secondary 
Educations pilot site for 
SchoolBrains, which will handle 

EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR CHRIS SCOTT 
WITH MIDDLESEX 
DISTRICT ATTOR-
NEY MARIAN RYAN, 
WHO, ALONG WITH 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
PRESENTED AN IN-
SERVICE WORKSHOP 
ON CYBERBULLYING 
FOR VALLEY COL-
LABORATIVE HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
AND STAFF.

all of our state reporting needs. 
Now that we have telephones, 
internet access and servers with ap-
propriate band width; Ken Wedge, 
Valley Collaborative Technology 
Director, will oversee all the re-
quired DESE reporting and provide 
the technical support for all of our 
systems. The Collaborative is now 
in a position to move all of our sys-
tems from our current databases to 
commercial products.  Each depart-
ment will be responsible to man-
age their own database. As of July 
1, 2015 the Collaborative will have 
built internal capacity and have all 
its professional systems in place.  As 
such, the Systems Director position 

has been eliminated for FY’16. The 
Collaborative is forever grateful 
to Camelia Rosca for her dedica-
tion, hard work, and commit-
ment.  She is excited about the 
possibility of now working for a 
K-12 School System. ▪
Chris
Chris A. Scott, Ph.D.
Executive Director

DEPUTY CHIEF ROY FROST AND CHIEF DAN ROSA 
OF THE BILLERICA POLICE DEPARTMENT.

FROM LEFT: NA’IM BALL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHRIS SCOTT, 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY MARIAN RYAN, DAN NORMAN, JOSH 
KELLY AND GENERAL COUNSEL DAVID SOLET.

The cyberbullying  workshop 
centered on the benefits of 
using technology but also on 
the potential challenges and 
even dangerous situations 
the internet and cell phones 
can pose to our young people 
today.
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High School Pod 1
Alternative Vocational Programming 

As the vocational site en-
ters into a new year, many 
exciting changes continue to 

occur including the implementation 
of PBIS (Positive Behavioral Inter-
ventions and Supports) as our new 
model.  Our site will focus on rec-
ognizing positivity and appropriate 
consequences that focus on learning 
and moving forward.

The Laborers Union visited 25 
Linnell Circle for an on-site project 
that allowed our students to practice 
utilizing their new hands-on skills. 

Thanksgiving week was an excit-
ing time for everyone at the voca-
tional site.  Staff took on students in 
a competitive flag-football game that 
focused on teamwork and sports-
manship.  Students and staff also 
took time to celebrate their gratitude 
towards each other and their school 

by enjoying a delicious Thanksgiving 
meal, provided by Joe’s Bistro.

Students have also had the op-
portunity to experience many trips 
such as ice-skating, attending a col-
lege basketball game, bowling, and 
other outdoor experiential activities.  
There are several more trips to come 
in the upcoming winter and spring 
months including white water raft-
ing.

Lastly, we are finalizing the devel-
opment and implementation of the 
Extended Support Center (E.S.C.) 
for students in need of additional 
supports.  The center is supported 
by teachers, a social worker and two 
paraprofessionals.  At the center, 
students are given a smaller envi-
ronment to process their issues and 
concerns with staff on a one on one 
basis.▪

Coming Soon: Valley 
Collaborative’s Third 

Annual Class Trip
  

T     his year our annual class 
trip is gearing up to be 
our best trip yet as we 

will be going to Philadelphia and 
New York City. All high school 
students who meet the behavior-
al and academic requirements 
are eligible to attend. We leave 
from school bright and early 
Monday, May 18th, returning 
Friday, May 22nd. Some of the 
sites we will be visiting in Phila-
delphia are the Eastern State 
Penitentiary, Franklin Institute 
of Science, the Liberty Bell, 
and the US Mint. In New York 
City we will be taking a Harbor 
Cruise around the Statue of 
Liberty, going to see a Broadway 
play and going to the top of the 
Rockefeller building. 

Connor Mulligan a School to 
Work Student who has been on 
the previous 2 trips said he is 
most excited about going to the 
Eastern State Penitentiary to see 
if it’s haunted. 

For more information on 
how your student can partici-
pate in this exciting opportunity 
please e-mail Kristine Bonsack 
at kbonsack@valleycollabora-
tive.org. ▪

As we reach the midpoint of 
the school year, many of our 
seniors have begun to look 

ahead to their post-graduate plans. 
While many students have begun to 
look at beginning careers, and others 
begin to create their list of potential 
colleges, two students have already 
received acceptance letters from 
great local colleges and universities.  
Lindsay Goldstein, a student at 

Valley for the past two years, has 
been accepted to Mount Ida College 
in Newton. A Chelmsford native, 
Lindsay has consistently been one of 
the top students academically since 
she arrived. She has been a part of 
Valley’s Dual Enrollment program, 
taking college courses at Middlesex 
Community College for the past two 
semesters and hopes to continue her 
education at the Boston area school 

in one of the great science programs. 
Another senior, Shamus Ricardo of 
Leominster MA, has received his 
acceptance to University of Mas-
sachusetts Lowell. Shamus will look 
to continue his education through 
the Journalism program at UMass. 
Shamus has been with Valley his 
entire high school career, and 
is consistently in the top 10% 
of his class academically. 

»continued on back page.
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“No Challenge is Out of Reach”

School to Work teamed up 
with the Experiential Physi-
cal Education program and 

proved that no challenge is out of 
reach. Designed as an introductory 

lesson in climbing, many students 
soared past expectations and be-

came true professionals as 
they mastered beta on their 

way to the top. Josh and Trevor have 
declared this one of their best trips 
ever and are excited to nurture these 
newly founded skills and boosts in 
confidence. Tristan (Pictured here 
with Josh and Trevor) was adamant 
that pictures be sent to his father as 
proud proof of his accomplishments. 
This is just the beginning as the ex-
periential education skill set is made 
available to those occupying the 
second floor of Valley High School.

Many of the students who 
took the introductory 
lesson in climbing soared 
past expectations and 
became true professionals 
as they mastered “beta” on 
their way to the top.

With the holiday break fast ap-
proaching and a complete lack 
of snow to show for it, the Valley 
Middle and High School got into the 
spirit with indoor ice skating. The 
cold sheet of ice was a refreshing 
change from our unseasonably warm 
weather as the students worked 
on their skills. This proved to be a 
perfect send off for those deserving a 
break from academics as we charged 
into the long vacation and a new 
year. ▪

LEFT: EXPERIENTIAL PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS 
TREVOR DONOGHUE AND 
JOSHUA CIAMPA

LEFT: BACK ROW: MAGGIE CURRAN (OT), VICKI SAMBORSKI (SLP), BRY-
ANNA REDDY (SLP), SHANNON MCNAMEE (BCBA), ALYSON SHAHEEN (SLP), 
KRISTEN MANSFIELD (SLP), KARI MORRIN (SLP), LAURA LEONARD (BCBA), 
SUE DONATO (OT), HOLLY THOLKE (SLP), JOANNA BOND (OT), CHRISTINA 
ROUSSEAU (OT).  FRONT ROW: MARLA FISHER (OT), LEAH RUBIN (SLP), 
LAURA BADGER (SLP), ALLIE BROWN (SLP), TRACY GUAN (SLP), KERRI 
SPECK (OT), KATIE NUTILE (PT).  MISSING: ALLYSON MELANSON (OT), 
CHANELLE HUME (BCBA), AMY ROSS (BCBA), SARAH MYSLIWY (BCBA), 
DANA SHAFFER (SLP)

Monthly Meetings at Chelmsford Public Library
Behavior Analysts, Occupational and Physical Therapists, and 
Speech Language Pathologists

Once a month the Valley Collaborative BCBAs, 
OTs, PTs, and SLPs reserve a conference room 
at the Chelmsford Public Library in order to 

gather as a large group to discuss interdepartmental 
topics.  Being a member of large, extremely skilled 
therapeutic team is highly beneficial by providing col-
legial support to each member, who serves all of our 
programs. Team members are able to ask treatment 
questions and discuss potential solutions, gathering 
feedback while skilled therapy strategies are debated.  
Discipline-specific resources and in-service trainings 
are shared between members of this team. Being able 
to meet regularly at this location is a great opportunity 
the team truly enjoys.▪  
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25 Linnell Ribbon Cutting

On September 25th 2014, the 
Valley Collaborative Today 
& Tomorrow Work Services 

program, celebrated their move to 
#25 Linnell Circle. Dr. Chris Scott, 
the Valley Collaborative Execu-
tive Director and Tim Callahan, the 
Today and Tomorrow Director, 
congratulated the group. Fred Naz-
zaro, the Lowell Area Director for 
the Department of Developmental 
Services cut the ribbon that was held 
by Lisa Bedard and Mark Fitts. The 
ceremony was followed by a wonder-
ful ice cream social!  

The Today and Tomorrow Work 
Services program supports 69 indi-
viduals that work every day in the 
community, at a combination of paid 
and volunteer work locations. Their 
new premises provide them with a 
gathering area, that is comfortable 
and well equipped, where they can 
meet at both ends of the work day. 
The area is utilized during the day as 
the Valley Collaborative center for 
art, music and fitness. Congratula-
tions to Pat Evans, Supervisor Adult 
Services and her team for having the 
largest most successful DDS pro-
gram in the region. ▪

FROM LEFT: FRED NAZZARO, LOWELL AREA DIRECTOR OF DDS, MARK FITTS, 
PAT EVANS, SUPERVISOR ADULT SERVICES, CHRIS SCOTT, EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR, JULIE ANDERSON, LISA BEDARD, BACKGROUND KRISTEN BUCKLAND 
SOPHANNA SAM.

District Outreach 
Meetings

  

I     n response to Valley Collabora-
tive’s member district feedback, 
Joia Mercurio, District Services 

Coordinator, and Kari Morrin, Co-
ordinator of Therapeutic Services & 
Assessments, set out on a mission 
to meet with the Special Education 
Directors, Coordinators, and Out of 
District Liaisons in each of our nine 
member districts.  The focus of the 
meetings was to review Collaborative 
restructuring efforts, review recent 
Board of Directors votes including 
maintaining FY11 tuition rates, and 
update stakeholders on program 
improvements and initiatives.  This 
“road show” proved to be a valuable 
platform for both Valley Collabora-
tive and the member districts.  Com-
mon topics that arose from many of 
these meetings included transition 
planning and assessments, extended 
evaluations, professional develop-
ment partnerships, and contract 
services. This also provided an op-
portunity to share feedback, answer 
questions, and address concerns.  
Although the magnitude of the re-
structuring efforts was grand, it was 
nice to hear from multiple member 
districts’ programs are running ‘as 
smoothly as ever.’ ▪“Adventure Ensues”

T   hree  days a month the stu-
dents at the Valley Collabora-
tive Middle School participate 

in full day Experiential Physical Ed-
ucation Fieldtrips. Joshua Ciampa 
and Donoghue lead these trips.  The 
students look forward to Thursdays, 
as they know adventure ensues. 

The Middle School went canoeing 
on the Concord River in September. 
Kayla Blizzard reports that, “The 
scenery was beautiful. I went down a 
river and there were marshes.  All of 
the students pulled over to the shore 
and there was a historical house and 
botanical gardens.

Students also visited 
the Purgatory Chasm State 
Reservation in Sutton, MA. 
Liz Virtue- Sracke reports 
that, “Purgatory is a really 
fun place to be because 
you get to climb rocks and 
run around and no one 
yells at you. Some of the 
rock climbing was scary, 
but I got used to it. It was 
really wet that day so I got 
soaked!” She enjoyed going 
out with Josh and Trevor on the 
experiential education trip back in 
October. ▪

KARI MORRIN, COORDINATOR OF THERA-
PEUTIC SERVICES  AND ASSESSMENTS, AND 
JOIA MERCURIO, DISTRICT SERVICES 
COORDINATOR AT A RECENT DISTRICT 
OUTREACH MEETING. 5
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Shamus has also been involved in 
the Dual Enrollment program this 
past semester, completing a Creative 
Writing course. Last year, he com-
pleted an internship with the Lowell 
Sun in 2014, working closely with 
their sports department. 
We look forward to announcing the 
decisions of more of our seniors in 
the upcoming months. But for Lind-
say and Shamus, we are all so proud 
and excited for these students and 
hope nothing but the best for them 
as they leave the halls of Valley for 
the bright lights of college! Great job 
guys! ▪

College Announcements


