
Drugs & Alcohol Prevention  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts: Substance Use Prevention and Abuse Education Law Chapter 

71, Sections 96 and 97. 

POLICY: 

 Massachusetts law requires each public school to have a policy regarding substance use 

prevention and the education of its students about the dangers of substance abuse.  Valley 

Collaborative’s Substance Use and Abuse Prevention and Education Plan seeks to promote and 

maintain a safe and drug-free learning environment for all students and staff.  The use of alcohol, 

marijuana, illegal drugs, or other illegal or controlled substances interferes with the learning, 

growth and well-being of students, families and the entire Collaborative community.  The 

possession, use, manufacture, distribution, sale, possession, intent to sell, or dispensation of 

alcohol, marijuana, illegal drugs, or other illegal or controlled substances of any kind is strictly 

prohibited.  Such substances do not have a place in an educational environment and will not be 

tolerated on Collaborative property or at any Collaborative-sponsored event. 

Illicit drugs include, but are not limited to:  

 • Controlled substances as defined in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 94C (e.g. 

 cocaine, heroin, marijuana, LSD, steroids)  

 • The misuse of prescription or over-the-counter drugs  

 • Products misused for the purpose of mind-altering effects (e.g. aerosols, solvents). 

 

Students are strictly prohibited from having alcohol, marijuana, illicit drugs and/or controlled 

substances in their system during school hours, on Collaborative property or at any 

Collaborative-sponsored event. Prohibited activities include, but are not limited to:  

 

 • Using or being under the influence  

 • Possession  

 • Attempting to purchase 

 • Intending or attempting to sell/distribute 

 • Selling or distributing  

 • Possession of drug paraphernalia. 

 

Additionally, students who know they are in the company of any individual using or selling illicit 

drugs or alcohol and who do not remove themselves from that situation also may be subject to 

discipline. As explained further within this Handbook, students and individuals who violate this 

policy will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion. 

The Collaborative recognizes that close cooperation between school authorities, parents and law 

enforcement officials is essential if the problem of drug and alcohol abuse is to be addressed 

adequately. Education and prevention must remain the first priority and the Collaborative will 

maintain its efforts to provide meaningful programs of drug and alcohol education in whatever 

way the Collaborative deems appropriate. But where prevention fails, the Collaborative will fully 

cooperate with local law enforcement officials to address violations of the law and this policy, 

including without limitation a situation whereby a student or individual is found under the 

influence, in possession of or selling a controlled substance. 
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In addition to, or as part of, the disciplinary response to such abuses, prevention and intervention 

services will be offered to Collaborative students and families to support the Collaborative’s goal 

of a safe and drug free environment.  

In a case where a student self-discloses or seeks help regarding an alcohol or other drug use 

problem, which is not in current violation of Collaborative policy, no disciplinary action will be 

taken. However, because the use of alcohol and/or drugs by students at any time creates potential 

problems, a range of supportive services will be offered based on the best interest of the student 

and Collaborative community. The student support program is designed to provide a wide range 

of services for students dealing with alcohol and other drug-related problems. A multi-

disciplinary student support team -- made up of the student’s Team, including his/her principal, 

parent, classroom teacher, clinical and support services staff, or any other persons determined 

appropriate by the Collaborative or invited by the parent (or any combination thereof) -- may 

carry out the appropriate activities of the program at each school.  

Verbal Screening Tools 

In keeping with the expressed goal of the Collaborative to have all school activities remain free 

and safe from alcohol and drug use, and in compliance with Massachusetts General Laws 

Chapter 71, Sections 96 and 97, the Collaborative shall utilize a verbal screening tool to screen 

students for substance abuse disorders.  Screenings shall occur annually at two different grade 

levels.  The Collaborative shall use the CRAFFT Screening Tool, which consists of a series of 

questions developed to screen adolescent students for high risk alcohol and other drug use 

disorders simultaneously.  Any statement, response or disclosure made by a student during the 

screening shall be considered confidential information and shall not be disclosed by a person 

receiving the statement, response or disclosure to any other person without the prior written 

consent of the student or parent, except in cases of immediate medical emergency or where 

disclosure is otherwise required by law.  Screening results shall be reported to the Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health, but no record, statement, response or disclosure shall be made in 

any form, (written, electronic or otherwise), that includes information identifying an individual 

student.  A student or parent may opt out of the screening by written notification to the 

Collaborative at any time prior to or during the screening. 

 

 


