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Moving Forward
From the Executive Director

We are: Reaching Out
2: Program Director
▪TimPage
Callahan says ‘thank you’
to MSEC’s supporters.
Pictured: MSEC students Mike
Kennefick and Mike Koczan hand
mail to Adam Bossi at
Billerica Town Hall.

We are: Working
Page 3: MSEC programs
▪provide
students and workers
with skills that last a lifetime.
Pictured: BJ Landry.

We are: Dedicated

Page 4: Meet the staff and
▪leaders
who make up the
MSEC family.
Pictured: Annie Willis, EBS and PDD
programs.

T

he Collaborative has had a
tough year—there is no getting
around that fact. But thanks to our
supporters—our Board of Directors, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the
90 plus school districts that send
students here, area businesses
that partner with us to provide job
training opportunities, and the
devoted families of our students—
we’re quickly moving forward.
Since I came on board as Executive Director in March 2012, I’ve
seen firsthand just how unique
the Merrimack Special Education Collaborative truly is. In the
world of special education, our
customized programs and educational opportunities for students
stand out. This is why we are the
largest Collaborative in the Commonwealth and demand for our
services continues to grow.
On a personal note: I got
my start as a special education
teacher in a setting very similar
to our Collaborative, but in Nova
Scotia, where I’m originally from.
I moved to Massachusetts in 2001
and have spent the last decade as
a principal, a curriculum director, and for the past seven years,
a superintendent in Norfolk and
Lowell. All of these experiences
equip me well to understand the
needs of students we serve and the
challenges we face.

Dr. Chris A. Scott is the newly appointed
Executive Director of the Merrimack
Special Education Collaborative.

Throughout my career as an
educational leader, I’ve sought to
inspire educators to reach their
highest professional potential.
Creating a climate where teachers
and staff feel supported isn’t just
good for educators, but for the
students and adults with whom
we work.
In the past few months I’ve had
an opportunity to visit each of our
schools, and to meet many of the
outstanding educators who work
here. After just three months, I
feel like I am part of the extended
Collaborative family. My husband
Michael may feel the same way,
so often does he hear my stories
about my new colleagues, the
amazing work they do, and the
students who bring such joy into
our lives.
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Program
Director Tim
Callahan says
‘thank you’
to MSEC’s
supporters:
businesses,
adult service
agencies and
families

WE ARE:
REACHING
OUT MSEC
students Mike
Kennefick and
Mike Koczan
hand mail to
Adam Bossi at
Billerica Town
Hall. Despite
a difficult year,
MSEC is expanding its partnerships with
local businesses.

T

he last year was a difficult year
for the Merrimack Special
Education Collaborative and we are
very grateful for the incredible support that we consistently received
from our friends, partners, families,
and school districts.
Business and Community
Partners
MSEC’s relationship with our
community at large is certainly
one of our greatest strengths. Bob
Cox, Executive Director at the
Billerica Housing Authority commented: “Although MSEC has been
through a tough year, we are proud
to continue to work with their staff
and students. Our tenants love the
lunch program and appreciate the
efforts of the cleaning crew, they
are very helpful. We look forward to
seeing them every day.”
Our students continue to work at
dozens of area companies in order
to develop their social, behavioral,
vocational, and academic skills.
Some of our loyal partners are: 3M,
Lantheus Medical Imaging, Billerica Housing Authority, TJ Maxx,
Curriculum Associates, Radisson
Hotel, Walgreens and D’youville
Senior Care just to name a few. We
are currently working with Hanscom Air Force Base and UMass
Lowell to establish more worksite
opportunities for our student and
adult populations.
School Districts
MSEC is the largest Collaborative in the Commonwealth
2 educating students from
more than 80 school

districts across Massachusetts and
southern New Hampshire. The
high quality programming that the
Collaborative offers has resulted in
some programs doubling in size this
fiscal year and others expanding
significantly. Our commitment to
offer school districts individualized
educational programs for students
in a cost effective manner results in
our programs being in high demand. MSEC is committed to meeting the need for highly specialized
programming and to continuing the
strong partnerships we have with
all of the districts.
Adult Service Agencies
The Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) and the
Department of Developmental Services (DDS), partner with MSEC to
serve more than 200 adults annually. Due to the success of our adult
programs the enrollment continues
to grow.
The Collaborative receives high
praise from professionals and parents alike. Dan Blackwell, Vocational Counselor from the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission
said, “During the past year, MSEC
has continued to provide excellent
job placements and support for
our clients as always!” and Jean
Walsh, a parent from Tewksbury,
explained: “Our son Dennis has
been at MSEC’s day work pro-

gram (funded by the Department
of Developmental Services) since
last October and I can honestly
say that he has blossomed more in
this short time than in all the years
prior to coming to MSEC. Dennis
never misses an opportunity to tell
his family and friends how much he
likes it there.”
Students and Families
Students and their families are
an important part of the MSEC
team. During the unpredictable
months of 2011, the phone would
ring and I would imagine a potentially angry parent ready with questions about the newspaper articles.
Instead, I would get comments such
as, “Are you guys okay?” and “Is
there anything we can do?” On several occasions parents of MSEC students and adults wrote letters to the
newspaper in an attempt to clarify
that our employees do incredible
work for their kids every day.
Parent Susan Wojtowicz praised
MSEC for the customized programming we were able to create for her
daughter. “She found someplace
where she truly belongs and succeeds. This was her last year with
MSEC and it has been the best
place in the world for her!” The staff
deeply appreciates the support we
have received from the families we
serve.

▪
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MSEC Programs

WE ARE: LEARNING MSEC student Jaiden Lee and teacher Lauren Vieira.
MSEC specializes in individualized education tailored to meet the needs of
students with a range of social, emotional and educational disabilities.
WE ARE:
WORKING
Former student
BJ Landry is
now employed
at MSEC headquarters in
Billerica. Landry
has worked
for numerous
local businesses
through MSEC’s
vocational programs.

B

J Landry first arrived at MSEC
as a student in the Center for
Occupational Awareness and
Placement(COAP), which provides
students with the fundamental
skills necessary for entry-level
employment. But that was just
the beginning. “BJ has a life-long
membership here,” says Sean Curran, who oversees MSEC’s vocational programs. Since his initial
COAP training, Landry has gone
on to work for a number of local
businesses, including a Chelmsford printer, a grocery store bakery and a machine shop where he
helped to quality control machine
parts.

These days, Landry can be
closer to home: at MSEC headquarters, where he has been working as a part-time custodian since
October 2009. Landry says that
he particularly enjoys the opportunity to get to know MSEC staff.
“Everybody knows me—I’m a very
likeable kind of guy.” Landry’s
former employer, Dan Looney,
owner of Copley Business Services
in Chelmsford, couldn’t agree
more. “There isn’t a more pleasant
guy in the world,” says Looney,
who employs MSEC students and
workers as often as he can. “I can’t
say enough good things about BJ
and the MSEC program.”

▪

•

Offsite Public School
Programs

•

The Merrimack Vocational High
Schools

•

School-to-Work

•

The Intensive Special Needs
Program

•

The Merrimack School 45-Day
Assessment Program

•

Complete Vocational Assessment
Battery

•

Home/School Program

•

Elementary Behavior School
(EBS)

•

Merrimack Assessment of Social,
Transitional & Employment
Readiness Skills (MASTERS)

•

Adult Services

•

Center for Occupational Awareness & Placement (COAP)

•

Supported Center for Occupational Awareness and Placement
(SCOAP)

•

Programs for Students with Pervasive Development Disorder

•

Partners in Advancing Children’s
Education (PACE)

•

Merrimack Middle School

•

Merrimack High School

•

Merrimack Middle School Extension Program

•

Non Violent Crisis Intervention
Training Program
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MSEC Leadership Team
Chris A. Scott, PhD
Executive Director
978-528-7827
cscott@msec.mec.edu

Denise Devine
Nursing
978-528-7830
ddevine@msec.mec.edu

Camelia Rosca, PhD
Systems Director
978-528-7813
crosca@msec.mec.edu

Jacki Dubois
Offsite Classrooms
978-528-7822
jdubois@msec.mec.edu

Joia Mercurio
Executive Assistant
978-528-7820
jmercurio@msec.mec.edu

Kari Morrin
Therapies
978-528-7800 x772
kmorrin@msec.mec.edu

Annie Willis
EBS & PDD Programs
Chelmsford, MA
978-528-7817
awillis@msec.mec.edu

Marla De La Cruz-Ballard

Bill Bryant
Vocational High Schools
Chelmsford & Pepperell,
978-528-7871
bbryant@msec.mec.edu
Brad Brooks
SCOAP, STW, ISN
Billerica & Pepperell
978-528-7824
bbrooks@msec.mec.edu

Middle School
Tyngsborough, MA
978-528-7841
mdelacruzballard@msec.mec.edu
Tim Callahan
COAP & Adult Programs
Billerica, MA
978-528-7877
tcallahan@msec.mec.edu

Chrissy LaRaia
Merrimack High School
Chelmsford, MA
978-528-7825
claraia@msec.mec.edu

Chair: Dr. Judith Klimkiewicz,
Superintendent of the Nashoba
Valley Technical School District
Mr. William Ryan
Interim Superintendent of the
Billerica Public Schools
Dr. Frank Tiano
Superintendent of the Chelmsford Public Schools
Dr. Stacy Scott
Superintendent of the Dracut
Public Schools
Mr. Joseph Mastrocola
Superintendent of the GrotonDunstable Regional School
District
Dr. Maureen Marshall
Superintendent of the North
Middlesex Regional School District
Dr. John O’Connor
Superintendent of the Tewksbury
Public Schools
Mr. Donald Ciampa
Superintendent of the Tyngsborough Public Schools

Charles LeBuff
Vocational High School
Topsfield, MA
978-528-7851
clebuff@msec.mec.edu
Cheryl Crumb
Assessments
978-528-7835
ccrumb@msec.mec.edu

MSEC Board

Mr. Everett (Bill) Olsen
Superintendent of the Westford
Public Schools

WE ARE: DEDICATED
“I love working at MSEC because of
the students. Helping a child learn,
solve a life problem or simply make
a connection with someone else is a
great feeling.”
—Annie Willis
EBS and PDD programs

Mr. William DeRosa
Superintendent of the Whittier
Regional Technical High School
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